
           
 
                         
 

  
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
In a world of ever-accelerating capital markets and increasing economic uncertainty, a 
new nonprofit is organizing investors, donors, entrepreneurs and farmers to bring money 
back down to earth. 
 
Inspired by the vision of “nurture capital” presented in Inquiries into the Nature of Slow 
Money: Investing As If Food, Farms, and Fertility Mattered, written by founder Woody 
Tasch, Slow Money is bringing investors together across the country, asking new 
questions about the relationship between capital markets and soil fertility, and exploring 
strategies for investing in local food systems.        
 
Slow Money’s mission reflects a number of fundamental trends: awareness of problems 
in the food system is growing; volatility of global financial and food markets is increasing; 
the organic sector is growing; the localization movement is emerging; investor demand 
for direct, tangible investment opportunities is nascent; yet, the amount of philanthropic 
and investment capital going to sustainable agriculture and small food enterprises 
remains calculated in fractions of a percent.    
 
In 2009, Slow Money began addressing these structural issues by building a national 
network, linking scores of food entrepreneurs to hundreds of investors, initiating the flow 
of capital to a few small food enterprises, and convening stakeholders in a series of 
regional and national events.  The Slow Money Alliance has over 800 members. 
Approximately 3,000 people have signed the Slow Money Principles.  Slow Money 
recently announced a campaign to get one million Americans to sign the Slow Money 
Principles, moving towards the longer-term goal of growing the Slow Money Alliance to 
100,000 members.    
 
“Imagine the impact of millions of dollars provided annually by a 100,000 Americans and 
used in a highly entrepreneurial fashion – seed capital, co-investment capital, 
guarantees, grants -- to catalyze new capital flows to local food systems,” says Tasch.  
“Carbon sequestration, aquifer depletion, toxics in our food and water, soil erosion, 
diminishing biodiversity, obesity, hunger – these problems are urgent and we cannot rely 
solely on traditional capital markets or philanthropy or government programs to solve 
them.  We need to mobilize in new ways.”       
 
STRATEGY 
Slow Money is supporting this mobilization through network building, convening, 
publishing and incubating, as outlined below: 
 

Slow Money Principles.  What comes after Buy Low/Sell High, industrial finance 
and industrial agriculture?  The Slow Money Principles offer a restorative economic 

http://www.slowmoneyalliance.org/principles.html
http://www.slowmoneyalliance.org/principles.html
http://www.slowmoneyalliance.org/membership.html


vision based on carrying capacity, sense of place, diversity and nonviolence.  The 
implementation of a broad-based organizing and communications strategy to get one 
million signatories will be launched in early 2010. 

 
Slow Money Alliance.  The Alliance has approximately 150 Founding Members, 
including Greg Steltenpohl, founder of Odwalla, George Siemon, CEO of Organic 
Valley, Judy Wicks, co-founder of the Business Alliance for Local, Living Economies, 
Eliot Coleman, a leading organic farmer, Joan Gussow, a pioneer in nutrition and 
organics, Diane Miller, President of Blue Moon Fund, Peter Kinder, CEO of KLD 
Research & Analytics, and economist Robert Zevin, often referred to as the father of 
social investing.  Founding Members each contributed between $1,000 and $50,000.  
More than 600 other individuals are members at $25 and above.      
 
Slow Money Institutes.  Slow Money has held regional Institutes in Grafton, VT, Pt. 
Reyes, CA, Bellingham, WA, Hudson, NY, and Madison, WI.  Each of these day-long 
programs brought together approximately 100 farmers, entrepreneurs, investors, 
donors, policy makers and ngos.  Institutes in Appalachia and New Orleans are 
planned for 2010. 
 
National Gatherings.  Slow Money’s inaugural national gathering, held September 
9-11 in Santa Fe, NM, hosted 450 attendees from 34 states and six countries, 
including 26 showcased small food enterprises.  The event generated significant 
media coverage, including the Wall Street Journal, L.A. Times, TIME.com and 
BusinessWeek.com.   A second national gathering is scheduled for June 9-11, 2010 
in Shelburne Farms, VT.     
 
Research.  Slow Money has conducted regional studies of small food enterprises in 
northern Vermont, Wisconsin and New Orleans, mapping opportunities and modeling 
portfolios for investment in local food systems. 
 
Publishing.   Newsletter, blogging and book sequel will be cornerstones of Slow 
Money’s continuing thought leadership. 
 
Incubating Intermediaries.   Slow Money is exploring the feasibility of a number of 
new intermediation strategies and structures, including the I. Fund (with “I.” standing 
for “integral”—a new foundation charter mandating investment of assets consistent 
with charitable purpose), Slow Munis (tax exempt bonds dedicated to local food 
systems), CSA.USA (fund dedicated to expanding CSAs) and internet-based 
intermediation in collaboration with established social investment organizations. New 
funds dedicated to organic farmland are being organized by Alliance members, as are 
local food funds in several regions and local slow money “clubs” in several others. 
 

 
THE MOVEMENT 
“Slow Money is one of the most remarkable initiatives I’ve seen in decades,” states Tom 
Miller, former head of Program Related Investing at the Ford Foundation, where he was 
an early funder of Muhammad Yunus’ Grameen Bank.  “It is the basis for a fundamental 
revision of our concepts of fiduciary responsibility.” 

 



In March, NPR called Slow Money a “movement.”  In November, ACRES USA called it a 
“revolution.”  The following comments are illustrative of public response: 

 
“Slow Money gets right to the heart of everything that's ailing our economy and 
corroding our culture. It offers a formula for a new kind of capitalism in which 
farmers' markets and stock markets both flourish.” 
                             -- Kerry Trueman, Huffington Post 

 
"The idea of tackling the funding of sustainable agriculture directly and creatively 
couldn't be more timely. Slow Money could kick sustainable agriculture to the next 
level...which for the sake of the soil and earth can't happen fast enough. People are 
going to look back on the gathering in Santa Fe as a turning point for sustainable 
agriculture. I'm glad I was there to be a part of it." 
                             -- Mardi Mellon, Director of Food and Environment Program,  
                                                       Union of Concerned Scientists 

 
Slow Money catalyzes and builds upon such responses—meeting by meeting, deal by 
deal, person by person. Is it possible that a decade from now, one million investors will 
commit 1% of their assets to local food systems?  Such an eventuality will be part of a 
broader transformation that goes beyond food systems, all the way to the fundamentals 
of philanthropy and investing in the 21st century, but it will only be accomplished in many 
small steps, working from the ground up. 
 
 
ABOUT THE FOUNDER 
Founding Chairman Woody Tasch has three decades of experience working at the 
nexus of venture capital, social investing and philanthropy. He is Chairman Emeritus of 
Investors’ Circle, a network of angel investors, family offices, social purpose funds and 
foundations that have invested over $133 million in 200 early-stage, sustainability-
promoting ventures and venture funds since 1992. Formerly, he was Treasurer of the 
Jessie Smith Noyes Foundation and founding Chairman of the Community Development 
Venture Capital Alliance.     
 

 
"Once in a while, a book comes along that 
has the potential to change things. This is 
one such book. It is going to unleash a 
major movement in this country." 
 - Steve Costa, Point Reyes Books     
 

"Indispensable reading, to be placed on the 
same shelf as Wendell Berry and E.F. 
Schumacher. - Gregory Whitehead, 
Treasurer, The Whitehead Foundation 
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